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Source: Northern Trust Retirement  Solutions; Top 25 Defined Contribution clients serviced by Northern Trust  as of 12/31/2016. 

For more information, please contact your Northern Trust 
representative or email DC_Solutions@ntrs.com 
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Average number of  investment 
options remains stable  

More plans offer target 
date funds today 

have selected custom 
target date funds, which 
are a blend of active and passive 
assets  
 

48% 
use some form of 
white labeling 
in their menu 
design 

100% 

31% 

Average plan 
AUM invested in 
target date 
funds is  
 

Plans that offer self 
directed brokerage 
have minimal usage  

52%  

have selected off-the-shelf 
target date funds, which 
are primarily passively managed 

3% average  
invested AUM 88% 
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Plans offering company 
stock remain steady 

72% 
48% 

36% 

16% 

Plans have widely adopted 
collective funds 
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in 2008 
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in 2016 10 
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Noticeable decline in plans 
offering stable value 
investment options  

Insights into how plans totaling $225 billion in defined contribution (DC)  
assets use menu design to drive retirement outcomes 

Collective 
Funds 

Separately 
Managed 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
This material is provided for informational purposes only. Information is not intended to be and should not be construed as an offer, 
solicitation or recommendation with respect to any transaction and should not be treated as legal advice, investment advice or tax advice. 
Current or prospective clients should under no circumstances rely upon this information as a substitute for obtaining specific legal or tax 
advice from their own professional legal or tax advisors. Information may not be duplicated in any form or disseminated without the prior 
consent of Northern Trust. Northern Trust and its affiliates may have positions in, and may effect transactions in, the markets, contracts and 
related investments described herein, which positions and transactions may be in addition to, or different from, those taken in connection 
with the investments described herein. All material has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but the accuracy, completeness 
and interpretation cannot be guaranteed. The opinions expressed herein are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views 
of Northern Trust. Information contained herein is current as of the date appearing in this material only and is subject to change without 
notice. Indices and trademarks are the property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. 

Northern Trust Asset Management comprises Northern Trust Investments, Inc., Northern Trust Global Investments Limited, Northern 
Trust Global Investments Japan, K.K., NT Global Advisors, Inc. and investment personnel of The Northern Trust Company of Hong 
Kong Limited and The Northern Trust Company. 

© 2017 Northern Trust |  50 South LaSalle Street |  Chicago, Illinois 60603 

¹Represents total assets managed by Northern Trust as of March 31, 2017. 

Northern Trust Asset Management 
Northern Trust Asset Management is a leading global asset management firm. Our investment 
expertise, strength and innovation have earned the trust and confidence of the world’s most 
sophisticated institutional and individual investors. 
 
With $1 trillion in assets under management,¹ and a long-standing history of solving complex 
investment challenges, we believe our strength and stability drive opportunities for our clients. 
 
Our forward-looking, historically aware investment approach powers a broad range of capabilities 
and solutions. And our comprehensive asset class offering includes passive, factor-based, 
fundamental active and multi-manager solutions that are available in a variety of investment 
vehicles. 
 
At Northern Trust Asset Management, we are committed to delivering unparalleled service and 
expertise with the highest ethical standards. 
 
Learn more at northerntrust.com/strength. 
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